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August 1, 1994

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
EMBERY TO RECEIVE HONORARY DEGREE
CHARLESTON -- Eastern Illinois University alum Joan Embery will return to
her alma mater this weekend to accept an honorary doctor of public service degree
in recognition of her dedication to promoting animal and environmental issues
throughout the world.
Embery is internationally known for her work as goodwill am_bassador for the
San Diego Zoo and her continuing concern for animals. She will be honored at
Eastern's summer commencement ceremony at 2 p.m. Sunday in Lantz Gymnasiurn.
She is Eastern's first Board of Governors Bachelor of Arts degree program
graduate to receive this prestigious honor.
On Saturday, Embery will be the guest of honor at the first annual picnic for
graduates, students and faculty of Eastern's Board of Governors degree program.
Recognized for her work with endangered species, Embery has earned the
admiration of millions of Americans who first came to know her through her many
appearances on "The Tonight Show" and other popular television shows. She has
-moreI'

FILE COPY

EMBERY

ADD 1/1/1/1

hosted two syndicated television series, "Animals of Africa" and "Africa Express,"
both of which have been endorsed by the National Education Association.
As an Eastern graduate, Embery continues to distinguish herself in her
professional career as an internationally recognized spokesperson for the protection
and preservation of endangered species of wildlife and their natural habitats.
She has led worldwide education tours exploring the wild animal habitats of
Africa, India, Nepal, China, Thailand, New Guinea and Europe. She has trained and
handled some of the world's rarest and most unusual animals and has documented
those experiences in several books.
She has continued to support Eastern and the Board of Governors degree
program since her graduation in 1986 through media statements, personal appearances and her involvement in videotaped instruction materials and promotional
materials for the program. In 1986 and 1989, she visited Eastern as a Distinguished Visiting Faculty member.
Among her many honors and awards are the 1988 Distinguished Alumnus
Award from Eastern, the cable ACE award for excellence in informational programming, the ONCABLE award for outstanding documentary personality and the
Headliner of the Year award from the San Diego Press Club.
Embery and her husband, Duane Pillsbury, live in Lakeside, Calif., on their
50-acre ranch where they raise Quarter horses, Miniature horses, Lippizans,
Clydesdales and a California State Grand Champion Brahman Bull.
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